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.  .  Brief  of  Symposium  on  the  "Southern  Cult,” 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Fay-Cooper  Cole,  Progrem  Chairman  for  the  lrth 
Annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  American  Archaeology,  archaeologists  especially 
concerned  with  the  problem  of  the  "Southern  Cult"  participated  in  a  round  table 
discussion  on  the  afternoon  of  May  17  at  the  Univsrslty  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor, 

Dr.  James  B.  Griffin  of  the  University  of  Michigan  led  the  symposium  with  the 
participation  cf  the  following  Individuals* 

Bennett,  John  W.  -  Dept,  of  Sociology,  Ohio  University,  Columbus,  Ohio# 

Cole,,  Fay-Cooper  -  Dept#  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Chicago,  Chicago. 

Da  Laguna,  Fre  erica  -  D  pt.  of  Anthropology,  Bryn  M&wr  College,  Bryn  Maisr,  Pa. 
Griffin,  James  B.  -  Museum  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Michigan,  An  Arbor. 
Holder,  Preston  -  Dept,  of'  Anthropology,  Columbia  University,  New  York  City# 
Kneberg,  Jadelin  -  Dept,  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville. 
Kraus,  Bertram  S.  -  Dept,  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Chicago,  Chicago. 
Xrieger,  Alex  D.  -  Dept,  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Texas,. Austin,  Texas* 
Lewis,  T.  N.  -  Dept,  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Tennessee,  Knoxville. 
HacNeiah,  Bichard  S.  -  Museum  of  Anthropology,  Univereity  of  Mlchlg?n,Ann  Arbor. 
McKern,  ;fl.  C.  -  Public  Museum  of  ti  e  City  of  Milwaukee  ,  Milwaukee,  Wl. cousin. 
Orr,  Kenneth  G.  -  Dept,  of  Anthropology,  University  of  Chicago,  Chicago.  • 
Philli  s,  Philli  -  Peabody  Museum,  Harvard  University,  Cambridge,  Massachusetts 

* 

Quimby,  George  I.,  Jr.  -  Chicago  Natural  History'  Museum,  Chicago,  Illinois* 
flaring,  A.  J.  Jr.  -  DeEenne  Apartment*,  Savannah,  Georgia. 

The  symposium  was  an  informal  discussion  of  major  problems  of  the  cultural 
phenomenon  of  Southeastern  United  States  archaeology  referred  to  in  the  lit  rature  as 
the  Prehistoric  Ceremonial  Complex,"  "Buzzard  Cult,  *  or  "Southern  Cult."  Kapha  .i>s 
wee  placed  upon  (l)  concepts  and  definitions  regading  the  nature  of  the  "Cult," 


f  I 
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(')  distribution  of  the  "Cult"  complex  in  time  and  space,  and  (S)  origin  (s)  of  the 
’’Cult*  complex.  Although  only  a  few  hours  could  be  given  to  the  symposium,  the  time 
was  sufficient  to  allow  the  participants  to  outline  their  viewr  and  indicate  major 
agreements  and  differences  of  opinion*  The  ’’Cult*  specialists  summarised  the  status 
of  "Cult*  research  in  particular  areas,  after  which  the  symposium  audience  took  part 
i  a  general  discussion.  The  discussion  aroused  a  high  degree  of  interest,  and  the 
group  was  enthusiastic  over  the  possibility  of  arriving  at  a  com  re he naive  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  ’’Cult"  phenomenon,  A  summary  of  the  participants1  comments  follows* 

G riff in*  lost  eastern  archaeologists  hav  had  a  say  on  the  subject  of  the  discus¬ 
sion,  ranging  from  Fowxe  and  Holmes  to  present  day  workers.  Several  of  the  main 
contributors  to  the  study  of  the  "Cult"  are  here  today*  I  suggest  that  discus¬ 
sions  start  first  with  each  contributor  giving  hievagi&ia&l  idea  of  the  "Cult" 
after  which  his  present  concepts  may  be  presented*  Sccondaly,  we  will  attempt 
to  get  an  idee  of  the  various  manifestations  of  the  "Cult*  with  emphasis  on  its 
chronological  position  and  the  sa&nner  in  which  it  is  integrated  into  the  cultural 
complex  of  the  unit  in  which  it  is  found.  Lastly,  we  will  try  to  interpret 
these  date.  Of  those  present  Phillip  Phillips  hat  made  the  earliest  statement 
on  the  subject.*  We*ll  call  on  him  fir6t  for  a  statement  of  his  original  position. 
Phillips*  Spinden  was  actually  the  first  to  make  the  serious  suggestion  of  &  cult  idea 

in  connection  with  the  Southeastern  complex  —  in  this  case  &  "warrior  cult*" 

1.  Phillips,  Phillip,  "Middle  American  Influences  or:  the  Archaeology  of 
the  Southeastern*  United  States,"  The  Mays  arc-  Thur  Kelirhbore.  P.  Appleton-Century  Co., 
New  York  City,  1940 
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ily  interpretation  visualised  a  widespread  dirtriibutiott  of  Hexiean-like  treitf? 
carried  rs  Idly  into  the  Southeast  by  a  relatively  fee  pee.-  le.  toy  error  vs* 
perhaps  in  the  use  of  the  word  "Cult*  to  apply  to  the  auraif ^station «  I  row  feel 
that  we  have  little  or  r.o  conception  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  material  called 

"Southern  Cult.*’ 

Qriffi  t  Ford  and  Hilley^  also  suggested  Mexican  influence  and  were  tempted  to 
consider  the  coni  lex  as  a  cult  ...  in  thi*  s-  se  the  result  of  a  reaction  to 
rapid  decimation  of  southeastern  populations  in  the  historic  period,  the  ’’Cult” 
was  thought  to  h&To  ft  little  relationship  to  earlier  cereaooiftl  astnif©  stations. 
Later  I  made  the  "practical  suggestion"  that  the  cult  did  not  represent  e  de¬ 
clining  culture  but  rather  the  apogee  of  cultural  achievement,  and  that  the  Be 

t 

Luna  expedition  may  hev  had  a  hand  in  Its  development.  Faring  an-.-1 2-  Hol  er*  B 

l 

paper  folloved. 


•:•  srir.- 1  We  were  initially  impressed  with  the  close  correspondence  between 
certain  ceremonial  materials  from  the  Spire  Sound  collection  at  the  Hey®  Mu¬ 


seum  and  widespread  Southeastern  motifs.  Wherever  found  these  motifs  appeared 


to  be  purely  ceremonial,  standing  out  againat  the  bckg  rounds  of  diverse 

^Fodd,  J.  A.  and  G.  fl.  Willey,  1341,  "An  Inter  r  tati-ra  of  the  ?r  i story 
of  the  Faster  United  States,*  /-ar  rlc  r,  i ,  yvrrr.-clo.-it  t.  Vol.  «:*,  So.  5  pp.  :  :  5-1.12 
"Griffin,  J.B.,  1344,  "The  De  Lena  Expedition  snd  the  ’Euasarc  Colt*  in 
the  Southeast",  Journal  of  the  Washington  Acrcl-sy  of  Sciences  Vol.  24,  do.  3,  pp  '33-302 

2 

>'  r. ring,  A.  J.  Jr.  and  P.  Holder,  i.845,  "Prehistoric  Ceremonial  Complex 

in  t  e  “outhea:  tern  Unite;  States,*  Aavric-  n  Anthror  olegi  %  Vol.  47,  Ro.l,  pr  1-21 
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cultural  groups.  The  picture  appeared  to  be  &  series  of  rslt  ted  c-'remoni-l 
elements  which  were  found  clustered  together  in  all  ereai.  Our  present  attitude 
is  essentially  the  sane  as  expressed  in  the  1345  paper* 

hold-ir:  Faring  and  I  attempted  to  pull  together  the  ceremonial  complex  ma¬ 
terials  with  a  minimum  of  interpretation,  other  than  to  ’’knock”  &  few  apparent¬ 
ly  bad  ideas  that  had  come  into  the  literature.  Waring  has  modestly  refrained 
from  mentioning  a  manuscript  which  he  has  completed  on  ®  further  study  of  the 
’’Cult,”  and  which  gives  added  support  to  our  origin*  1  position. 

Griffint  At  this  point  it  would  be  profita  ble  to  read  the  summary  p  regraph  of 
Taring  and  Holder^  article.^  Yhereas  flaring  arsd  Holder  have  stressed  the  possi’  le 
introduction  of  "Cult”  elements  from  Middle  America,  Krieger  has  emphasized  the 

possible  indigenous  davelopraent  of  many  of  the  elements.  He  has  felt  that  Middle 

£ 

American  connections  have  been  over-stated. 

Krlegert  ly  idea  on  the  "Cult”  developed  in  connection  with  research  on  the 

Ceddoan  archaeological  area,  where  the  ceremonial  complex  forms:  a  part  o:’  the 

* 

Gibson  Aspect.  Caddoan  area  research  *'  indicated  an  earlier  date  for  the  "Cult," 

. 

and  suggested  that  it  need  not  have  been  of  Mexlca  origin.  It  was  also  noted  that, 
1  Ibid,  p.  ?1 

C 

Krieger,  i  D,,  1945,  "An  Incuiry  into  supposed  Mexican  Influence  on  a 
^[ffhi|Eto«^8-^Cfilt,  "  in  the  Souther;  United  States, "  American  Anti -re,  olop  1  / 1 .  Vol. 

*  Krieger,  A.  D.,  "The  First  Symposium  on  the  Cadc’oan  Archaeological  Area," 
t  meric  an  Antitulty  Vol.  1£,  So.  J,  Jan.  1347,  pp  198-207 
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wherever  the  •Cult*’  occurred  widely  spread  in  the  Southeast,  there  were  signifi¬ 
cantly  different  style  or  subject  emphases  at  the  various  centers.  This  strongly 
suggests  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  series  of  related  cults  rather  then  single 
’"Cults  Mounaville  doesn*  t  show  the  same  skill  in  execution  as  Stowah  and  Spiro. 

The  stylistic  treatment  of  "Cult*  art  was  perfected  in  the  West,  prbb&bly  at  the 

Spire  site,  and  then  moved  rapidly  to  the  Beat  at  g  later  time.  The  style  may 

even  have  been  developed  first  In  woo;  than  later  in  shell.  It  was  noted  that 
the  cultures  directly  followiiig  Spiro  were  not  historic.  These  considerations 
made  it  appear  that  the  lata  date  and  Mexican  origin  ideas  v -sre  unreasonable. 

It  is  possible  to  trace  Puebloan  chronology  across  Texas  by  means  of  trade  tottery 
found  in  sites  dating  lr ter  than  Spiro.  This  horizon,  the  Fulton  Aspect,  la  thus 
dated  at  from  1401  to  1600.  Spiro  was  earlier  than  this,  and  is  probably  closer 
to  1500.  Mncbeish  and  Du  Solier  pointed  cut  specific  similar! ties  between  the 
Caddo&n  area  units  end  traits  of  Huasteca  V  period  at  the  Plrst  Ceddoan  symposium. 
This  pexbd  dates  about  1P00  to  1-50,  n  this  lies  of  reasoning  would  also  place 

Spiro  febout  1:00  A. I'.  However,  I  beliave  that  much  of  the  Cult1'  had  its  origin 

in  Hopewallian  cultures.  If  Mexican  influence  is  to  be  considered  it  muat  be 
point  d  out  that  the  style  of  the  shell  engravings  are  actually  do  seat-  to  'iayen  art. 
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Phlillosi  I  suggest  we  drop  the  term  "cult."  This  term  had  been  useful  to  focus  atten¬ 
tion  on  the  phenomenon.  Wo  no*  know,  however,  that  we  are  dealing  with  a  network  of 
complex  concepts  for  which  the  term  "cult"  is  an  oversimplification.  Vaillant1 s  nQ" 

complex  fl  giaixar  idea  which  has  outlived  its  usefulness. 

Concerning  the  assumption  that  the  ’’Cult”  is  closely  connected  with  the 

Mississippi  valley  area  —  it  is  strange  that  in  the  1941  survey  of  the  lower  valley 

very  few  traits  associated  with  the  "Cult*  were  found.  In  the  late  Alpika  Focus  a 

limited  number  of  traits  are  found  apparently  associated  with  death  ceremonies. 

Krleger*  In  deriving  the  "Cult"  from  Mexico  we.  also  have  the  geographic  problem  of 

a  gap  between  the  Ctddoan  and  Hu&stecan  areas. 

Grifftm  It  was  early  apparent  to  me  that  a  comparison  of  the  "Cult"  with  Mexican 
materials  was  necessary  before  any  conclusions  could  be  drawn  regarding  possible 
Mexican  origin.  Consequently  in  the  spring  of  1946  I  departed  for  Mexico  City  with 
high  hopes  and  my  family.  I  came  back  6  months  later  with  ay  family.  examination 
of  Mixteca-Puebla  art  to  see  if  a  style  connection  coulc  be  established  proved  disap¬ 
pointing.  Du  Solier* e  Hu&stecan  traits,  however,  are  often  reminiscent  of  Caddoa  area 
traits.  A  joint  paper  on  these  similarities  is  planned  for  the  July  issue  of  American 

Antiquity.  The  engraving  technique  my  have  been  introduced  into  east  Texas  from  the 

Kuasteca  area  at  about  1000  or  1100  A.E. 

1.  Vaillant,  G.  C.,  19S£,  Some  Resemblances  in  Ceramics  of  Central  and  North 
America  Medallion  Paper  If,  Gila  Pueblo,  Globe. 
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There  were  also  further  introductions  of  traitu  et  1  ter  times.  U&cReich* s 
survey  of  the  Tamaulipus  area  in  1946  resulted  in  some  ideas  on  this  subject. 


;4nc:-  eish»  The  survey  of  the  co^stnl  area  of  Tameulipus  had  as  a  main  problem 
the  origin  of  Hex! can-like  traits  of  the  Southeast,  in  particular  the  problem 
of  the  origin  of  the  "cult."  A  series  of  non-sgricultural  cm  rap  sites  of  the  Hu- 

/  *  i  i  7  ^  v  *  iw  .*  A  /-  ,  \ 

ukWm  50  L’^  ,r  T  /^»>>,  '<»  u>-!t  f.\  n  t,  }'■ 

^  '  \y-/  fc?  0~Y  C.  V 

asteca  V  and  VI  fciiao  period  were  worked.  Ko  sherds  were  found  earlier  than 


period  V  Huasteca  sherds'  were  found  intrusive  in  non-Huasteca  sit-'-s.''  Concern- 


W  F  irl  *•  ^  v  '  '  '■ 

ing  the  spread  of  Huasteca  treats  to  the  North,  it  is  interesting  to  ote  that 
undoubted  Euast‘  can  s  eciaoos  have  been  found  i  Cameron  County,  Taxes.  Evidence 
of  reciprocal  exchange  of  material  between  Texas  groups  and  those  of  the  T assau¬ 
lt  pus  ares  is  seen  in  the  presence  of  projectile  points  fr  n  north  and  central 
Texas  in  T^maulipus  sites.  It  is  also  probable  that  clay  elbow  pipes  wit;  bowl 
projections  were  introduced  into  the  Huasteca  area  from  the  Ceddoan  area.  There 
are  no  less  than  5!  specific  ree  mblances  shared  b  the  Huasteca  end  Cadd.oan 

areas.  These  traits  occur  in  Period  V  and  VI  and  are  associated  wit  t  e  "Cult* 

\ 

in  the  Cedco&n  erea. 

Krieger’ s  dating  of  the  Caddoar.  area  ’'Cult"  units  (Gibson  Aspect)  as 
early  as  1500  indicates  the  "Cult*1  earlier  at  Spiro  and  1  ter  a  the  eastern 
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centers.  A  doun  ville  date  of  ppat  1650  ?ae  determined  through  Ro’.  ort  "ell's 
tree  ring  dates  for  Kincaid,  shore  Mouncville  chord©  occurred  in  Middle  end  Late 
Period  strata.  It  looks  &e  though  the  complex  did  not  spread  rapidly,  as  we 
might  expect  of  a  "Cult,"  but  took  several  hundred  ye  rs  to  travel  from  vest  to 

East. 

Griffin:  Krieger,  would  you  stste  when  you  believe  the  "Cult"  appears  end  ho? 
much  of  the  Aspect  it  represents? 

K risen  Tvro  horizon©  have  bean  recognized  for  the  Caddoa.  area.  The  earlier  is 
the  Gibson  Aspect  and  includes  the  Spiro,  Sandars,  Haley,  Gahagan,  and  Alto  foci. 
The  later  is  the  Fulton  Aspect  which  consists  of  11  foci  so me  of  which  are  di¬ 
rectly  connected  with  historic  Caddoan  tribes.  The  foci  appear  to  be  local 
divisions  of  Caddoan  speaking  units.  ?>e  are  not  sure  tht  Gibson  Aspect  develops 
into  Fulton  since  many  differences  are  evident.  Practically  all  of  the  "Cult” 
material  is  at  the  Spiro  site. 

Griffins  Kenneth  Orr  will  summarize  the  "Salt"  as  found  at  t:  e  Spiro  site  in 

eastern  Oklahoma. 

* 

Qrrs  The  importa  ce  of  the  Spiro  site  in  &  consideration  of  the  "Southern  Cult" 
lie©  in  the  profusion  of  "Cult”  material,  the  possibility  that  the  "Cult”  expres¬ 


sion  is  earlier  here  than  elsewhere,  and  the  f  ct  th  t  the  site  had  been  occupied 
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A  preliminary 


bet  prioer  and  subsequent  to  the  appearance  of  the  "cult." 
analysis  revealed  an  I3r  rly,  Middle  and  Late  Coopcnent  and  a  Fort  Coffeo  Focus  — 
a  sequence  Interpreted  as  a  cultural,  continuum  from  late  Burial  Mound  through 
historic  cultures. ^  Subsequent  research  has  tended  to  support  the  original 
analysis  while  refining  interpre  tation  of  the  Middle  Spiro  Gompon-  nt  or  •Cult" 
period.  Mo':t  important  has  bean  the  realisation  that  the  rCultu  period  occu¬ 
pied  a  r  lr:  tively  long  time  period  during  which  considerable  stylistic  change 
is  evidence  in  the  "Quit’*  p  rapberaalia  and  associations.  Shell  is  rare  in  the 
earl,  part  of  the  Middle  component,  and  the  engraved  designs  ars  crude  and 
incipient.  The  full  flourosc-nse  of  shell  engraving  doesn’t  take  place  until  the 
latter  .art  of  the  "Cult"  period.  The  early  "Cult*  complex  Is  very  similar  to 
that  of  the  On  hag  an  sits  and  is  associated  wit  t  trade  vessel:,  having  loop 
handles  eug,  estiva  of  early  Middle  Mississippi  stylo.  The  1  te  "Cult"  complex 

a 

is  very  similar  to  that  of  the  Sanders  wit'  of  northeaster*  Texas,  and  Is  esso- 

ai'-ted  with  strap  handled'- vessels  and  blank-faced  effigy  bottles  sugg active  © 

lata  Middle  Mississippi  styles.  Projectile  points  of  Cahokia  sit."  style  ar. 
flint  are  associated  with  "Cult’'  material.  In  the  Late  Spiro  Component  t  a  fl*ult* 


^  Orr,  K.  C.,  "The  Archaeological  Situation  at  Spiro,  Oklahoma  t.*  Pr  lin- 
ir.  ry  P-epctt,"  /msrlcv.-.  Anti  ..uit:/.  Vol.  11,  Ko.  4,  April  1940,  pp  2  8-  56 
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a  bra.  tiy  l*ngviChe«i  end  the  el. ".borate  shell  and  stone  Industrie®  dis*.  &-•  r. 

’’Cult"  e  abols  continue  in  modified  fora  or.  th©  ceramic  of  the  Fort  Coffe. 

Focur  of  the  (assumed)  historic  period. 

‘  Tha  "Cult" at  iro  com  rim:.:  the  char.g.i  c-r  >,n  :  !••  i  .-r--.-:  tl>-z  oi'  the 
Middle  Spiro  Component,  An  earlier  r\~/:  It  t  r  r-crio  .r-  el.  rly  «  •  .  ..or;  - 
v.  all  un-like  influenc  e  seen  in  the  earlier  "Or. It*  eri--  Ior;  wit.  2  me 
iiicdl:  s«ric  n  tr<  its.  It  muy  '.0  that  Hilitien*'-  1  influono  from  Mid lie  £.-&»riea 
stl  tainted  dev<-l©i  meat  of  the  H  r  "Cult*  period,  #<1 though  this  cr>  1  h-.-v 

r  hi:  indigenous  flourescencse*  Ths  hater  Cult"  period  might  well  rmve  .s 
contemporary  nith  the  1  ter  "Culfc,;  phases  of  Moufc-iville  ;.-nd  Fiaveh#  ffca  r  pid 
diaftp. ^  earanoe  of  the  "Cult*  r*  :a- in  aanife stations  prior  to  the  historic  period 
i *i  the  Sddoan  area  suggests  &  a  Jor  shift  in  cerraoninl  ideology  hut-  not  basic 
cultur  .  The  "Cult”  apueers  to  survive  in  urer  fora  among  thu  -<i  torie  :4u ■  ■ 
ge-n  tribes, 

V  •  ri  ••;  Jh«r  it  evi  ©r.  •  u  n  th---  ft.  Roy  1  -A  Ha-ljvrQo  •  u  i  -  .  to  ' 

Orr*  c  idee  of  on  earlier  end  Inter  "Cult*  period •  'h  - 

Ijr  vith  Ilaeo;.  Plateau,  -  hiefc  1.  a.-  rip  !i  -d.D  Mi  ui.usi;  -i, 

Griffin;  Wins  t  about  the  "Cult"  a?.,  tor  is  1  at  Kiacui.  ? 
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-  I  :  ’’Cultf  materials  wsy  have  been  originally  present  at  Kincaid,  and  cec<  - 
ny«c  du-5  to  oor  condi  ticne  of  preservation*  Only  one  cop  oh.  ail  rr.>  four  j 
ar.d  there*  were  few  other  indicati  ns  of  tfc  ’'Cult. 


T  ■■  nnat  t:  The  vCult,r  j  to  ’a  ;  rev?  'ant  at 
southwestern  In<  i  .  I  high  jv;  >rf;  of 
bottles  bearing  •Cult'1  symbols  war©  four*-'*  at 

■'  i  t  jB'-  10  )0* 


t  e  closal;  r  1;  .ted  *.-l  site, 

•y-:  tive  :  si  t  d  I- .tec,  bo*  .  ,  >5 

Angel#  This  site  r  .t  wit  .1  t-- 


•  r-frir.:  Say  we  have  a  comment  on  the'  ea  tern  Tennessee  situ&ti  nt 
'•■  v  f  :.-v  rt  ’  drti;u  of  'bout  1400  to  1450  is  ..uigp  *sied  in  e  ■  ter;  Tenners  asms  for 
the  ’'Cult*'  •  Cortxir.  ©laments- ,  however,  appear  vary  e  rly.  Conch  shall  v@&- 
©  -la,  for  exam  le,  up  «-.r  n  the  'rehaia  reric  •  If  the  'Cult*"  c.  b©  con- 
r.f.'oto  rith  budcoy.  n  s.- eaScing  eopler,  it  i;-  .  rob-  iy  r'lrt  to  the  C re-  'c 
ceremonial.  .  i  ’r  :  -  <  .  ,  :  » 


mythol  ica3  Sr  m- . 

Griff int  Th.'.t  about  the  "CultT  In  Georgia? 

V  .  rl  .  t  It  ic  cimcult  to  say  ex*. HI.  «rfcnr<  the  Cult”  f  Lta  in..  *>  <’*  -:no  , 
a  or  v-.-r,  that  it  uypeara  post  aJncoj.  PI  trau  Pro-Lam;. r$  v.  it:  ,;r«s  <tr  t  es- 
-r::.' ai-.r.  U  prob&blj  ^re-Li  aar#  There  er..n  '  ?  little  dcubt 

survive  among  'fufilcegocn  speaking  peoples. 
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Holders  In  •••king  possible  survivals  of  '’Cult"  concepts  we  aust  not  over¬ 
look  the  patrilineal  groups  of  the  eastern  plains.  An  ethnological  study  of  such 
groups  might  illuminate  the  archaeological  picture. 

"icKern*  I  would  like  to  hear  a  definition  of  "cult*  -  just  what  is  meant  in  the 
application  of  this  ter sat 

0  riff - n * Waring  and  Holder  in  their  1945  paper  define  the  use  of  the  term  as 

it  is  now  generally  applied. 

Orrs  The  concept  of  "cult”  cert  inly  has  a  v  riety  of  connotations.  In  its 
narrower  meaning  it  is  probably  not  deque te  as  an  expression  of  the  phenomenon 
with  which  we  are  dealing. 

Ph  111  st  "Cult*  has  the  connotation  of  a  single  concept.  It  is  apparent  that 
our  ceremonial  complex  consists  of  &  series  of  concepts. 

Bolder*  We  had  used  the  term  "complex*  not  *©uXt*.  The  "cult*  idea  is  just  a 
convenient  way  of  referring  to  the  problem.  In  ap  lying  it  now  we  my  be  "jump¬ 
ing  the  gun"  a  bit. 

u i rgryi  How  does  the  "Cult"  in  the  East  compare  with  that  in  the  West?  Toes  the 
Eastern  manifestation  cling  together  better  —  or  does  the  Western? 

'  &ri  -:i  Three  sub-^reas  of  th  "Cult"  heve  been  recognised*  (l)  Tennssct;  .-Cum¬ 


berland  and  Etowty  area,  (I)  Moundville  area,  (Z)  Cadcoen  rres.  There  are  defi- 
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nite  tricks  of  style  by  which  th©  products  of  each  ere s  can  be  recognised  . 

There  1b  no  confusing  eastern  and  western  material. 

Te  L  .  gnat  I  *jb  wondering  if  our  thinking  is  perhaps  not  -unduly  influenced 
by  the  constant  use  of  the  term  "cult.*'  A  cult  is  not  a  whole  religion  which 
dominates  or  connects  with  all  of  cultural  life  —  it  is  much  more  restricted 
In  e;;ir,hs.sia.  It  appears  that  v&  are  dealing  with  &  mnjor  series  of  religious 
ideas  and  institutions  here.  Do  we  have  any  evidence  that  doe an*  t  fit  the 
idea  of  a  religious  interpretation? 

Orr:  There  is  little  doubt  at  Spiro  that  the  *Cult"  m  teriale  are  connected 
with  non-utilitarian,  hence  "ceremonial,"  concepts*  One  of  the  meat  difficult 
problems  In  ensl.  zing  th©  site  v&s  that  of  tying- in  the  ’’Cult®  objects  of  the 
burials  with  the  house  features  of  the  village.  The  village  houses  coni  ine:’ 
none  of  th  "Cult"  material  with  the  oxcootion  of  occasional  fragments. 
faring:  The  same  sharp  sep  ration  of  utlitarian  and  c: remonial  in  seen  in  Georgia 
"Cult"  units. 

Holder;  Class  stratification,  clans  and  clan  prerogatives  are  probably  f-s?oci?- 

ted. 

ulary;  Te re  the  Katchez  supposed  to  have  the  "Cult"? 

?  ari-.^i  Yes. 
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McKern*  Some  of  the  symbol*  associated  with  this  complex  appear  to  be  religious. 
However,  we  must  remember  that  the  same  symbol  might  have  different  meaning*  in 
different  ereas.  The  thunderbird,  for  example,  wee  a  common  symbol  ut  had  vejy 

different  meanings, 

iLliffia:  A  short  summary  of  our  present  opinion*  might  be  attempted* 

?e  aro  oealing  with  e  ceremonial  complex,  which  might  be  termed  "Cult"  as  a  con¬ 
venience,  occurring  widely  over  the  Southeastern  United  States.  It  appears  to 
be  earlier  in  the  West  and  to  have  spread  to  the  East.  Strong  Mexican  influence 
is  seen  to  compose  p  rt,  but  by  no  means  all,  of  the  complex.  Cartel  .  striking 
feature*  appear  to  have  come  in  from  the  Hu as tees  area.  A  common  stratus  of 

ioeas  from  Spiro  to  Etowah  merges  with  local  cultures  producing  distinguishable 

local  variation*. 

% 

The  pressing  needs  st  the  present  time  &re  for  &  study  of  the  cultural 
and  chronological  position  of  p~rticuUr  item*  of  the  complex,  and  a  searching 
study  of  the  possibility  of  "Cult"  continuation  into  the  ethnographic  present, 
re  Iso  eed  someone  to  act  as  a  cle^rigg  house  and  to  aid  in  directing  research. 
I  ropose  Dr. Waring  to  act  in  this  capacity.  Would  you,  Dr. Taring,  car?  to  help 
in  t  is  manner? 


V  I  will  be  glad  to  do  so. 
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It  is  hoe*  that  this  symposium  will  be  the  first  of  many  dealing 
with  the  important  "Cult"  problem,  which  as  so  definitely  challenged  American 
archaeology.  Only  the  ground  work  has  been  ’.sic!,  end  much  pein taking  research 
lies  •  head.  At  the  present  stage  of  rose  rah  it  is  clear  that  all  five  fields 
of  anthropology  must  co&per&te  in  solving  the  problems  of  the  "Southern  Cult." 

A  network  of  institutions  forming  an  important  core  of  Southeastern  culture  is 
involved  in  the  study.  In  directing  so  complex  a  study  Pr .faring  will  need  the 
closest  cooperation  of  his  fellow  workers* 

Kenneth  G.  Orr, 

Pep:  rtraent  of  Anfchroj  ol  gy, 

Dni varsity  of  Chicago 
June,  1947 
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